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A Letter from William Penn, Proprietary and G 
of PENNSTYLV. ANTHA, &c. - 


My Kind Friends ; - 
T Kindneſs of yours by the Ship Thome: and Arne, doth much oblige 


\ LAN 
NOx, 
WIZ 


% 


# 
_- 


I perceive the Intereſt you take in my Health and Repyt a510n, and the proſpers 

9ings of this Province, which you are ſo kind as to think may much depend upon 
them. Inreturnof which, I have ſent you long Leiter, and yet containing as brief an Ac- 
count of My ſelf, and the fairs of this Province, as I have been able to make. 

In the firſt place, 1 take notice of the News you ſent me, whereby 1 find ſome Perſons haye 
had ſolittle Wir, and ſo much Malice, as to report my Death, and to mend the marter, dead 4 
Feſuit roo. One might hays reaſonably hop*d, thas this Diſtance, like Death, would have 
been a protettion againſt Sprite and Envy; and indeed, Abſere being a kind of Death, ought 
aliketo ſecure the Name of the Abſent as the Dead; becauſe they are equally unable as ſuch 
to defend themſelves : But they that intend Afi/cbief, donotuſe to follow good Rules t1 eifech 
it. However, to the great Sorrow and Shame of the Inventors, 1am till Alive, and No Feſun, 
and 1 thank God, wery wel: And without Injuſtice to the Anthors of this, I may venture to 
infer, That they that wilfully and falſly Report, would have been glad it had been Ss, Busl 
perceive, many ele Stories have been Invented {ince my Departure from England, which perhaps 
at this time are no more Al:ve, than l am Dead. 

But if I have been Vnkimdly uſed by ſome I left behind me, 1found Love and Refpe& enongh 
where I came; ar. univerſal kind Welcome, every ſort in their way, For here are ſome of {e- 
veral Nations, a3 well as divers Judgments: Nor were the Natives wailting in this, for theis 
Kings, Quecns and Great Men both viſited and preſented meg to whom I made ſuicable 
Returns, &c. | 

For the PROVINCE, the general Condition of it take as followeth. 

I]. The Country itſelf in its Seyl, Air, Warer, Srefons and Produce both Natural and Artifi- 
vial is not to be deſpiſed. The Leave containeth divas forwot Ewih, as Sand Yellow and 
Black, Poor and Rich: alſo Gravel both Loomy and Duſty 5 and in ſome places a foft fad 
Earth, like to our beſt Yales in England, cſpecially by 1zland-Brocks and Rivers, God in his 
Wiſdcm having ordered it to, that the Advartages of the Country are divided, the Back- Lands 
being generally three to ene Richer than thoſe that lic by Navigable Waters, We have much of 
another Seyl, and that is x black Haſel-Aeuld, upon a Stony or Rocky bottom. 

11. The Air is ſwicet ard clear, the Heavens ſerene, like the Sourh-parts of France, rarely 
Overcaſt; and as the Weeds come by numbers of People to be moreclcar'd, that is ſelf will 
Refine. 

11. The Waters are generally gocd, for the Rivers and Brooks have moſtly Gravel and 
Stony Bottoms, and i Nember harcly credible. We have alſo Afiners! Waters, that operate 
in the ſame manner with Barner ard North- hall, not two Miles from Philadelphia. 

| V. For the Seaſer:s of the Year, having by God's goodnels zew lived overihe Coldeſt and 
Hotteſt, that the Oldeſt Liver in tle Province can remember, I can ſay ſomething to an Erngliſb 
Underſtanding. | : | 

1ſt, Of the Fall, forthenI came in : | tound it from the 24th of O&ober, ro the beginning 
of December, as we have it uſually in England in September, or rather like ain Engliſh mild Spring. 
From December to the beginning of the Moneth called March, we. had ſharp Froſty Weather ; 
not foul, thick, black Weather, as our North-Eaſt Winds bring with them in England; but 
2 Skie as Clear as in Sammer, and the Air dry, cold, picrcing and hungry ;z yet 1 remember 


' not, that I wore more Clothes than in England. The reaſon of this Cold is given from the 


great Lakes that are fed by the Fount ans of Canada. The Winter before was 2s mild, ſcarce 
any Ice at all; while this for a few dayes Froze up our great River Delaware. From that 
Monethto the Moneth called June, weerj0y'd a ſweet Spring, no Gafts, bug gentle Showers, 
and a fine Skie. Yet this I obſerve, that tie V/3a5 here as there, are more Incorſtant Spring 
and Fall, upon that turn of Nature, thanin Smmer or Winter. From thence to this preſcut, 
Moneth, which endeth the Summer (commonly ſpeaking) we have had extraordinary Heats 
yet mitigated ſometimes by Cel Breezese. The Hind that ruleth the Summer-ſeaſer, is the 
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South-Weſt 5 bat Spring, Fail and Wmaer, *cis rare to want the mioleſome North Weſter ſeven 
gayes together : And what-ever Aijts, Fogs or Fapmes foul the Heavens by Eafterly or Seatherly 
MWads,. in two Hours timeare blown away ; the exe is alwayes followed by the other : A Re» 
medy that ſeems to have a peculier Providence in tt to the Inhabitants ; the multizude of Trees, 
yet ſtanding, being liable to retain ts and Faparrs, and yet not one quarter fo a4: as i 


expected. | ; | 
V. The Natwal Produce of the Country, of Fegcrables, is Trees, Frants, Plants, Flowers. 


The Trees of molt note are, the dlact: H alnur, Cedar, Cyprus, Chejlnut, Foplar, Gummood, Flic- 


kery, Safſafrax, Ajhy Beech and Oak. of divers forts, as Ked, Whire and Black ; Spaniſh Cheſtnas 
and Swamp, the molt durable of all - of At which there is plenty for ihe uſe of man. | 
The £#ruirs that I find in the Woods, arc the White and Black Adulbery, Cheftrur, Wallna, 
Plumbs,Strawberries, Cranberries, Hurtleberries and Grapes of divers ſorts. The great Red Grape 
(row ripe) called by Ignorance, the Fox-Grape (becauſe of the Reliſh it hath with uoskilful 
Palztes) is in it (elf an extraordinary Grape, and by Art doubtleſs may be Cultivated co an 
excellent Wie, if not fo ſweet, yet little anferior to the Frentimeacks as It is not mach unlike 
in taſte, Ruddineſs ſet aſide, which in fich things, as well as Mankind, difters thz caſe milich. 
There is a white kind of Muckeded, and a little #lack Grape, like the cluſter-Grape of England, 
not yet {6 ripe as theother; but they tell me, when Ripe, ſweeter, and that they only want 
Skilful Y2zerons to make good uſe of them : I intend to venture on it with my Freaxch mars this 
ſcafon,who ſhews ſome knowledge inthoſe things. Here are alſo Peaches,and very good,andin 
great quantities, not an diaz Plantatios without them ; but whether naturally here at firſt, 1 
know not, however one may have them by Baſhels for littie ; they make a plicalant Drink, and 
think not inferior to any Peach you have 1n Exgland, except the rrue INewmgron. *Tis Uiſpu- 
table with me, whether it be beſt to fall co Fewng the Fruits of the Country, eſpecially the Grapes 
by thecareand 5killot Art, or ſend for forreigs Stems and Sers, already good and approved 
Ir ſeems moft realonable to believe, that not only a thing groweth beſt; where it naturally 
grows ; butwallhardly be equalled by another Spec:es of the fame kind, that doth not naturally 
grow there. But to ſoue the doubt, IL intend, if God give me Life, to try bath, and hope 
the conſequence will be as good Wene 25 any European Countries of the fame Larirude doyicid. 
_ VE. The Areificial Produce of the Country, is Wbeat, Barley, Oatr,Fyr,Peaſe, Beans, Squaſhes, 
ah = FE Led fo - 4! K Puritgins, Water-Adelons, Mnſ-Mclons, 2nd all Herbs and Roots 
Nb Jon 1:2. thatour Gardens in England uſually bring forth. 


61n-Law to Thomas W livingow ©? PT | 
the Schulksl, had Seger any Gaal , VII. Of liviag Creatures, Fiſk, Fowl, and the Beaſts of the 
vivationsfor vunene Gran ck Keck, Woods. here are divers ſorts, ſome for Food and Profir, and, 


Barlty, ſcrenty Stalks 2nd - of: 5 ſome for Profit only : For Food 2s well a5 Profit, the” Elk, as 
7 5-de on L oy bd Conical Dig T e] —_ we, IE bigger than Burk, © ww, R aeoon,Rab- 
forty,olten fifty, and ſomerimes fixets.. its, Squerrels, and fome cat young Sear, and cammend it. 
ok chave oo of Wheat tows an; Of Fowl of the Land, there is the Terkey (Forty end Fifty 
Are here. ''- Pound wetght}) which is very great; Pheſants, Heath-Pirds, 
Piageons and Partridges in abundance. Of the Watcr, the 
Swax, Gooſe, white and gray, Brands, Ducks, Teal, alſo the Snipe and Curloe, aut that 
in great Numbers; but the Duck and Tea! excel, nor {o good hay- 1 ever eat in other 
Countries. Of Fiſh, there is the Steergeow,, Herring, Rock, Shad, Catſhead, Sheepſhead, Ele, 
Smeit, Pearch, Roach ; and in Inland Rivers, Troxr, {ome ſay Salmon, clove the Falls. Of 5hel- 
fſh, we have Oyſters, Crabbs, Coclles, Corcks and 7Arfpels; ſome Oyſters fix Inches long, and 
one ſort of Cockles as big as the Stewing Oyſters, they make a rich Broth. The Creatures fer 
Profit only by Skip or Far, and that are natural to theſe parts, are the Wild Cur, Pancher, Qtrer, 
Wolf, Foz, Fiſher, Minx, Musk-Rat ;, and of the Water, the Whale for Oz, of which we 
have good ſtore, and two Companies of Whalers, whole Boats arebuilt, will ſoon begin their 
Work, which hath the appearance of a cohfiderable Improvement. To fay nothing ot our rea- 
fonable Hopes of good Cd in the Bay. 

* VIII. We have nowant of Horſes, and fome ore very good and ſhapely enongh; two 
Ships have been freighted to Barbadoes with Horſes and Pipe-Staves, ſince my coming in. Here 
is alſo Plenty of Cow-Cartle, and ſome Sheep; the People Plow moſtly with Oxer. 

I X. Thereare divers Plants that not only the 1nd:ans tell us, but we have had bccafion to 
prove by Smellings, Burnings,. Cuts, &c. that they arc of great Virtue, , ſuddenly curing the Pa- 
tient : and for ſmell, I have obſerved ſeveral, eſpecially one, the iid Afirile, the other 1 
know rot what to call, but are moſt fragrarr. 

X. The Woods are adorned with lovely Flowers, for colour, greatnef, fzure and variety : 1 
have ſeen the Gardens of London beſt ſtored with that ſort of Beauty, but think they may be im- 
proved by our Woods : I have ſent a few to a Perſon of Quality this Year for atryal. 

Thns much of the Country, next of the Natives or Aboregines. X 1. The 


A 


__—_ 
w 1 LE - - 4 F TW p < m 
oy " ”, . » : Pw "4 
_—  . , ; IRAN *. ar >; l add PF 
: . 5 a Y y - E %. wks 7" = of 2 
5 £ _ *4 
7y A 


© "2INT, ih, FDTET I ET, Sa via. oe 


200, Oh, DEAT DT) NU er - nc 


—_—— 7 Les 


I 

.- BI. The NAJJ/YVES Ishatl conſider 5 heir Perſons, T.angnage, Manncrs, Religion and 
Goupmment, with my.ſence of their Original. For their Perſons, they ace generally tall, itreight, 
wellbuilr, and of {ingular Proportion ; they tread itrong and clever, and moltly walk with 
alofy Chin : Of Complexion, Black; but by detign, as the Gypſies in England : They greaſe 
thenſelves with Bears-fat clarihed, and uling no defence againtt S:# or Weather, theirskins 
mub needs be ſwarthy ; Their Eye is little and black, not uglikea ftraight-look't Few: The 
chik; L.:p and flat Nofe, to frequent with the Eaſt-Indians and blacks, are not. common to them 3 
ior] liave ſeen a5 comely Enropear-like faces among them of both, as on your fide the Sea z and 
dy an 7ralrwn Complexion hath notmuch more of the Whire, and the 1Ve/es of ſeveral of them 
hax as: much of the, coman. , - - , 


- 1h. Their Lpnguage is lofty yet narrow, but likethe 7Zebrew; 1nSignification full, like 


$&ort-b.n4 in wiityigy ore word. ſerveth in the place of :hrec, and the reit are luppliedby the : 
Auderitanding of the Hearer : Imperfect in their Texſes, wanting in their Aopds, Par ticiples, 
gfdavervs, Conunttions, Interjeitions : '| have made it my buſineſs to underſtand it, that I might 


apt wautan Interpreter on any occafion : And I mult fay, that know not a Language ſpoken 


11 Exrepe, that hath wordsof more ſweetneſs or greatnels, in Azcenr and Emphaſis, than theirs ; 
er loſtapce, Octorockon, Rancocas, Dticton, Shakamaron, Poguefiin, all which are 

mes of Places, and have Grandeur in them : . Of words of Sweernets, Anna; is 2dorher, Fl- 
{anus, « Brother, Jetap, Friend, uſque 92et, very good; Pone, Bread, mettle, ear, matta; 
»,; hatta, : have, - Pav0, to come;  SeLpaſſen, Paſ[.jo1, che Names of Places; Tamane, 
2Cccanc,Wenanſe,Secatereuszare the Names of Perſons. If one ask them for any thing they 
have nctzthey willayſwer, matts ne hatta, whicato tranſlate is, zor / have, inſtead of / heve nor. 
y/ X1 L I. Of their Cufoms and Marmers there is much to be faid ; 1 will begin with Children, - So 
toon as they are born, they waſh them in Water, and while very. young, ard in cold Weather 
io chule, they Planye them in the Rivers to harden and embolden them: Having wrapt them 
ina Clout, they lay them on a ſtraight thin Board 2 little more than the length and breadth cf 
the Child, andiwadle it faſt upon the Board to make irftraight ; wheretore all 1n4zars have tlat 
Heads; and thus they carry them at their Backs. The Children will go very young, . at nine 
Aoneths commonly, they wear only a fmall.Clout round their Watte,twl chey are big ; it boys, 


 they,go a Filing tillripe for;the Woods, which is about Fifreen; then they Hunr, and atter 


having given ſome Proots of their Manhood,by a good return of Skins, they may ary, ellc it 15 
a Shame cothink ofa Wife. The Gris ſtay with their Mothers, and help to hoe the Ground, 
plant Corn and carry Burthens; and they do well to uſe rhem ro that Young, they muſt do when 
they are ©! for the ve; ire the true Servants of their Hyebancs : otherwiſe the Men are 
very afteCtiovate to them. 

XIV. When the Yowng Womenare fit for HAarriage, they wear ſomething upon their Heads 
for an Advertiſement, but ſo as their Faces are hardly tb be ſeen, but when they pleaſe : The 
Age they Marry at, if Women, 'is about thirteen and fourteen; if Mew, ſeventeen and eighreen ; 
they are rarely elder. | | | 
XV. Their Houſes.are Mars,or Barks of Trees ſet on Poles, in the faſhion of an Engliſh Barn, 
but out of the power of the Winds, for they are hardiy higher than a Man ; they lie on Reeds 
or Graſs. In Travel they lodge in the Hoods about a great Fire, with the Mantle of Dufflls they 
wear by day, wrapt about them, ayd a few Boughs ſtuck round them. IIB 

XVI. Their Det is 2aze, or Indtan Corn, divers ways prepared ; ſometimes Roafted in the: 
Alhes, fometimes beaten and Boytcd with Water, which they ca}l Homme, they alfo make 
Cakss, not uppleaſant ro eat: They have likewiſe ſeveral forts of Beans aud Peaſe that are 
good Nouriſ:ment ; and the Woods and Rivers are their Larder ket. 

\XV1I1. If an Exrepean cones to ſee them, or calls for Lodging at their Houſe or Wipmarn, 
they give him the beſt place and firft cut. If they come to vilit vs, they lalute us with an Zrah, 
which isas much as to ſay, Good be to you, and fet them down, which is moſtly on the Ground; 
cloſc totheir Heels, their Legs upright ; may be they ſpeak not a word mere, bur obſerve all 
Pafſages : It you give them any,thing to eat or drink, well, for they will not ask ; and be it 
_ or much, it it be with Kindne6, they are well pleaſed, cle they co awey ſulten, but ſay 
KOthing. | | 

X VIII. Theyare great Copcealers of their own Reſentments; brought to it, I believe, by 
the Revenge that hath been practiſed among them; in either of theſe, they are nor excecded by 
the lralians: A Tragieal Inſtance fell out ſince I came into the Country ; A Kimg?s Dauebter think- 
ing hgr felt lighted by her Husband, in ſuffering another Woman to lic down between them; 
roſe ffÞ, wentont, pluck*ta'Ront ont of the Ground, and ate it, upon which ſhe immediately - 
dyed and for which, laſt Week he made an-Offcring to her Kindred for AHrronement and liberty 
of Marriage ; as tyovthers did tothe Kindred of their Wives,that dyed a natural Death : For 

B TY) 
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£11] $F:ddower; have done ſo, they muſt not marry again. Some of the yeury Women are Gadio 
take zndue liberty before arrizge for a Pertion; but when marryes, chaſte ; when with Child, 
they Know their Husbands 15 more, till delivered; and during their Moneth; they tout aw 
MAlcat , they eat, but witha Stick, leaſt they should defile it ; nordo their Musbands frewers 
them, till that time be expired. 

X 1 X- But in £beraliry they excell, nothing is roo good for their friend; give them «fe 
Eun, Coat, or other thing, it may paſs rmerty hands, before it iticks; tight of Heart, ſtrong Ati- 
te:lions, but foon ſpent ; the moſt merry Creatures that live, Feaft and Dexee perpetually ;, hey 
never have much, nor wair ihuch : Weatthcirctiaceth like the Blood, all parts partake; and! 
though none Shatl want what ancther hath, yet <xsCt Obſeryers of Property. Some Kings tyug 
fold, others_preſented me with leverai parcels of Land , the Pay or Preſents I made then, wee 
28 hoarded by theparticular Owners, but the 2eighbowring Xings and their Clans being prefea 
when the Goods were brought out, the Parties chiefly concerned conſulted, what and to whan 
they ſhould givethem ? To every 527 then, by the hands of 2 Perſon for that work appoimed, 
15 2 proportion ſent, {o ſorted and tolded, and with that Graviey, that is admirable. They thic 
King \ub-divideth it in like manner among his Deperdents, "they hardly keaving themielves am 
Equal ſhare with one of their SubjsFs - and be it en fuch occalions, at-Feſtwwals, or at their corum 
HMeals, the Kings diftribute, ard to themſelves /aff. They care for lirrle,becaufe they want hut 
lictle ; and the Reaſon is, a ligtle contents rhem < . In this they are ſufficiently -revenged os wy 
if-they are ignorant of our Pleaſures, they arc alſo free from onr Pains. Theyare not diſyquict- 
ed with Bis of Lading and Exchange, nor perplexed with Chancery-Swirrand Fxchequer-Reckeat- 
sngs. We ſweat and rol to live; their pleaſure feeds them, -1 mean, their Hunting, Feſhing aa 
Fowling,and this Table is ſpread every where ; they ear ewice « day, Morning and Evening j ther 
Seats aud T'avleare the Grownd. Since the Exropeans cameiinto theſe parts,they are grown great 
Tovers of ffrong Liquors, Rum eſpecially, and for it exchange the richeſt of their $kons and Fare- 
If they arc heated with Ligaors, they are reſtleſs till they have enoughto ſleep; that is their cry, 
Some more, aud I will go to ſlzep;, but when Drurnk,one of the moſt wretcheaſt Speitadles in the Vorld. 

X X. In Sickzeſs impatient to be cured, and for it giveany thing, eſpecially for their Children, 
to whom they are extreamly natural ; they drink at thoſe times a Teran or Decotion of forme 
Roots in ſpring Water; and if they cat any fleſb, it muſt be of the Female of any Creature; 
they dye, they bury them with their Apparel, be they Menor Women, and the neareſt of Kr 


fling in {omething precious with then, asa token of their Lore : Their ewrning is blatking off 


their faces, which they continue for a year - F hey are choice of the Grave: of their Dead; for 
leaſt they ſhould be loſt by time, and fall cocommon ule, they pick of che Graſ7 tet grows upon 
them, and heap upthe fallen Earth with grezr care and exaQtnels. ts 
X X 1. Theſe poor People are under a dark Night in things relating to Religrer, tobe farexthe 
Tradition of it; yet they believea God and Immoreality, without the helpof —_——_ for 
they ſay, There is a great King that made them, who dwells in a glorious Country t6 8 Soxrhwand 
of them, and that the Souls of the good ſhall go thither, where they ſhall live again. Their Worfhryp 
conlitts of two parts, Sacrifice and Cantico. Their Sacrifice is their firft Frusts , the firft and fatteit 
Buck they kill, goeth tothe fire, where he 18 all burnt with a Mournſul Ditty of him that pertorm- 
eth the Ceremony, but with inch morvsloms Fervency and Labour of Body, that he will even ſweat 
toa foam. The other part is their Canice, performed by round- Darces, fometimes Words, 
ſometimes Songs, then Shouts, Lwo Deing in the middle that begin, and by Singing and Dram: 
ming 0N a Beard direct the Choras: Their Poltures in the Dance are very Antick and differing, 
but all keep meaſure. This is dong with equal Earneſtneſs and Labour, but great appearance of 
Foy. In the Fat, when the Cormcometh in, they begin to feaf one another ; there have been 
two great Feftsvals already, to which all come that will : 1 was at one my ſelf; their Entertain 
ment was a green Seat by a Spring, under ſame fiady Trees, and ewerty Bucks, with hat Cakes of 
aew Corn, both Wheat and Beans, which they make vp ina iquare form, In the leaves of the Srem, 
and bake them in' the Aſhes : And after that they fell to Davce. But they that go, mult ca 
a {mall Preſent in their Adoney, it may be fix Pence, which is made of the Boye of a Fiſh; che bd. 
is with them as Gold, the white, Silver; they call it all Wampnre. | 
XXtl. Their Government is by Kings, which they call Sacbema, and thoic by Sweveſſ,on, but 
always of the Mothers fide; for Inftance, the Childrenof him that is now X#r2g, will not ſucceed, 
but his Bretber by the Mother, or the Childree of his Sifter, whole Sos (and after £22m the 
Children of her Daughters) willreign; for no Woman inherits; the Reaſon they render for this 
way of Deſcent, is, that their [ſue may not be {pwrioms. ; # | 
XXIIL Every King hath his Coxncel, and that conſiſts of all the Old and Wiſe menof his Nxion, 
which perhaps is ewo hundred People : nothing of Moment is undertaken, be it Jar, Peace, Sel- 
ling of Land or Traffick, without adviſing with them; and which is more, with the Tonng Alas 
£99, 


C7] 
£50. Tis admirable to conſider, how Powerful the Kmps are, and yet how they move by the 


 - Breathof their Reeple: | have had occafion tobe in Council with them upon Treaties for Land, 


and to adjuſt rhie terms of Trazec;, their Order ts thus : The King ſits in the middleof an half 
Moon, and hath his Council, the Old and Wife on each hand; behind them, or at 2 littke 
diltance, fit the yo aper Fry, in the fame figure. Having conſulted and reſolved their bulinefs, 
ttie Kirg ordered one of them to ſpeak to me ; he ftood up, came to me, and in the Name of his 
King faiuted me.rlien took me by the handzand told me, Thar he was ordered by bis King to {peak to 
me, a4 that now it was n3 be, but rhe = that ſpoke, becauſe what be ſhonld ſay,was the King's mind. 
He firſt pray'd me, To excuſe them that shey had nat complyed with me the Laff time 5 he feared, there 
mipht be ſome fault in the Interpreter, verng netther \hdian ror Englithz beſides, & was the Indian 
| Cuſtcrnto deliberate, and tac up much t11ms in Counci, before they reſolve ; and that if the Toung 
People and Orymers of the Laad had been at ready as be, 1 bad not met with ſo much delay. *Having thus 
introduced his matter, he fell xo the: Bounds of the Land they had agreed todifpoſe of and 

the Price, (which pow is little acd gear,that which would bave bought rwenry Males, not buying 
now ewv.; During rhetime that this Perſon ſpoke, not a man of them was obſerved to whiſper or 
fmile; the 014 Grave, theToung £:2:yend in their Deyortment ; they do ſpeak lirele, butFervencly, 
and with Z!rgancy :. | have never ſeen more natural Sapyacity, conlidering them without 
help, (was a goirgto fey, the ſpeil) of Traditzon ; *and he will deſerve the Name o£ife, that 
Out wits them innzy Treaty about a thing they underſtand. When the Purchaſe was agreed, 
great Promilcs paſt between its of Kindneſs and good Neighbourhood, and that the Indians and 
Enz/tin muſt Love Love, ' x long as the San gave light.” Winch done, eiotier maden Speech to 
the /ndians, inthe Name of all the Sachamahers or Kinys, firſt to tel theit what was Coney next, 
ro charge and eominand them, To Love rbe Chriſtians, and particalerly live in Peace with me, and 
the People xnder my Government : That manyGovernozrs bad been tn the River, but that no Governoar 
1ad come himſcif to live and ſt ay bere before , and baving new {ach a one that bad treated them well, hay 
| _ never go bim or bus any wrong. At every ſentence of which they ſbouted, and ſaid, Amen, 
in their way. | | : t 

XXIV. The Fuftce they have is Pecxniary In caſeof any Wrong or evil Fall, beit Aarther 
jt {c}f, they Attone by Feafts and Preſents of their Wampon,which is proportidned to the quality 
- of the AFerce or Perſon i3r5wred, ar of the Sex theyareof: for in caſe they kia Woman, they 
pas double, and the Reaſon they render, is, That ſhe breedeth Children, which Men cannot dv. * Tis 
rare that they fall out, if Sober ; andif Drunk, they forgive it, ſaying, Ic was the Drink, and 
rot the Mar, that abuſed them. 

X XY. We havcay:' cd, that in all Differences between us,S:x of each fide Shall end the matter : 
Don't abvfe them, but let them have Ffice, and you win them : The worſt is, chat they are the 
wor ſe for the Ciriſtiens, who bave propagated their Fices, and yielded them Tradtion for il, and 
not for good things. Bt 2s lowan Ebbas they are at; and 25 g/orroxe as their Condition looks, the 
Chriſtians have not one-1iv?d their fight with all their Preren/cons to an higber anifeſt ation ; What 
Lood then might nt 2 good People graft, where there is fo diſtin a Knowledge letr between Good 
and Zvil ? 1 beſeech Ged to incline the Hearrs of all that come intothele parts, to out-live the 
Knowledge of the Natives, by a fixt Obedience to their greater Knowledge of the Will of God; for 
it were m{cravle indeed for us to fall nnder the juſt cenſure of the poor /ndian Conſerence, while 
we'make profeſſion of things ſo far trawſsending. 

XXVE For their Origmal,l am ready to believe them of the Jewiſh Race,{ mean, of the ſtock af 
the Ten Tribes,and that for the following Reaſons ; fr#, They were wo go tos Land net planted or 
knows, which tobe fure Afia and Africawere, if not Exrepe ; and he that intended that extra- 
ordinary Judgmentupo? them, might make the Pafſage not uneaſie tothem, as it is not impoſ- 
ſible in it ſelf, from the Eafter-m:f parts of Afia, to the Wefter-moft of America. Inthe nex: 
place, | find them of like Comrenance, and their Children of fo lively Feſemblance, that a man 
would think himſelf in D«kes-plice or Berry-ftreer in Loxdon, when he ſeeth them. But this is 
not all, they agree in R:ces, they reckon by Moons they offer their firſt Fruits, they bave a kind 
of Feaft of Tabernasles; they are ſaid to lay their Mrar upon rwelve Sranes; their Aowrning a years 
Cuſtoms of Women, with many things that do not now occur. ; 

So much for the Narsves, next the Old Planters will be conſidered in this Relation, before I 
come to out Colony, ard the Coucerns of it. 

XX VII. The fit Planters in theſe parts were the Darch, and ſoon after them the Sweeds and 
Firns.. The Daceb appliee themiclves to Traffick, the Sweeds and Finns to Hubandry. There 
were ſome Diſputes between them ſome years, the Dxrch looking upon them as Intraders upon 
their Purcha and Poſſeſſion, which was finally ended in the Surrender made by Fobn Rizeing, 
the Sweeds Governour, to Peter Styreſamt, Governonr for the States of Helland, Anno 165 5. 
 XXVHI. The Datch inhabitmoftly thoſe parts of the Province, that lic upon or near to the 
#25," andthe Speeds the Freſhes of the River Delaware, There is 00 need of giving oy De- 

ptioR 
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{cription of then, who are better known there than here ; but they are a plain, ftronr, induſtrions 
People, yet have made no great progreſs in Culcare or propagation of frui-1 rees, as it they delired 
rather to have enough, than Plenty or Traffck, But I preſume, the 1ndiars made them the more 
careleſs, by furniithing them with the means of Prefir,. to wit, Skinsand Ears, for Rum, and 
ſich frong Liguors. They kindly received me, as well as the Engliſh, who were few, before 
the Peopleconcerned with me came among them : { myſt needs commerd their ReſpeiFto Au- 
tpority,and kind Behavienr tothe Engliſh; they do not degenerate from ihe O14 friendſnp berween 
beth Kingaams. 1. As they are People proper and ſtrong of Body, fothey have fire Children, and al- 
molt every houſe full; rare to find one pf them without three or four Boys, and as mauy Gels; 
ſome ſix, ſcien and erght Sens: And I muſt do them that right, 1 ſec few Yowg mer more ſober 
and [aboriee.,. ' ... pf] PS | | k, 
X,X1X,:;T he Darch have a Meering-place for Religious Worlhip at New-C/tle, and the 
Seeds, three; One at Chriſtina, one at 1 enecum, and one at Y zcoco, within balf a Mile of this 
5 xt TE A ION E . | | raw 
= %'Þ | There reſts, .thatI ſpeak of the Candition we are in, and what Serrlement We. have 
made, 1n which | will be asfhortas 1 can; for I tear, and not without reaſon, that 1xhave eryed 
your-Patience,with this long Story. The Coxntry lieth bounded on the Eaſt, by the River aud 
Bay of Deavare, and-Exſtery Sea; it hath the Advantage of. many Creeks or Rivers rather, that 
ru» intothe main River or Bay; ſome Navigable for great Ships, ſome for {mall Cratt : .Lhoſe 
af. mott: Eminency are Chriſtina, Brandywine, \Skilpot and Skutkill;, anyone of which have room 
to.lay up the, Rayal Navy of England, there being from four to cight Fathom Water. . _ 
XX XL. The leſſer Creekg.or Rivers,» yetconvenient for $loops and Ketches of good Burthen, 
arc Lew, AMſpilien, Cedar, Dover, Cranbrock, Feverſhan, and Georges below, agd'Chicbeſter, 
Cheſter,.\ 1 oacawny, ' Perumapecksa, Portqueſſiv, Neſhimenck, and: Peanberry 10 the Freihesz many 
er-thag,admt Boats and Shallops. Qur. People are moitly ſertled upon thewpper Rivers, 
abich are.picaſanrand feet, and penerally bounded witty good Land. . The Planted, part of 
the Province and Territories is caſt into fix Counties, Philadelphia, Buckingham, Cheſter, New- 
62H," Kent and: Suſſex, . containing about Forr Thenſaud Seuls, Tag General Afſemblics have 
beegheld,and with-ſuch Cozcord and Diſpircn, that they fate but three Weeks, aud atlealt ſeventy 
Laws were.pait without one Difdent.in.any material thing. But of this more hereafter, being 
yet Xawapd New in our Geer i: However, Lcannot forget their. ſingular Reſpe?t tome in this 
intancy of; things,, whaby their own private Expences-ſoearly conſider'd ine tor the Pablick, 
as to prelent ime with an /mpsit upon certain Goods Imported and Exported : Which after my 
Acknowledgen.:nts of their. Attection, I did as freely Remir to the Prozomee and the Traders 
to.it. Aud for the welt Goyernment of the ſaid Counties, Courts of Fujtice are eitablilhe in 
every County, with prope: Officers, as Fuſtices,. Sheriffs, Clarks, Conſtables, &c. which Courts 
are held every zo /1oneth; - But to prevent Law-Sults, there are three Peace-makers cholen by 
each County-Tourt, in.che nature of common Arbitretors, to hear and end Ditterences hetwixt 
mai and mai z, and 5prazz and Fall there is an Orphan's Court in cach County, to inſpet and 
regulate iis Aitairs of Orpoans and Widdows. a 
XXX... Philsdelpbia, the Expectation of thoſe that are concern'd in this Province, is at laſt 
Liid out tothe great Content of thoſe here, thatare any wayes Interelted therein: The Scizu- 
ation 15 a Neck of Land, and lieth between two Navigable Rivers, Delaware and SkulkiZ, wheres 
by it hath two Fronts upon the Water, each a ie, and rwo from River to River. Delaware 
is a glorious River, but the Skalk:zÞ being an hundred Miles Boatable above the Fells, and its 
Courſe North-Eaſt toward the Fountain of Su/quabarnah (that tends to the Heart of the Pro- 
vince, and both lides our own) itis like to be a great part of the Settlement of this Age. I 
ſay lirtlz of the Town it ſelf, becauſe a FL AT-FORM will be thewn you by my Agent, 
in which thoſe who are Purchaſers of me, , will find. their Names and Jutereſt- Zut this 
I will ſay for the good Providence of God, that of all the many Places | have ſeen in the World, 
| remember -not one better. ſeated ; ., f0,that it ſeems to me to have. been appointed for 
2 Town, whethes. we regard the Rivers, or the conveniency of the Coves, Docks, Sprengs, the 
Joftines aud ſaundnels of the Land and the Ar, held by, the Prople of theſe parts to be very 
good. 'It is advanced within le(s than a Year to about. four Score 17ouſes and Cottages, iach as 
they are, where Merchants and Handicrafts are following their 641014, as falt as they can, 
while the Country-men are cloſe at their. Farms: Some of them pot 4 little Wwnrer-Corn an the 
Ground lalt Seaſon, and the generality. have had a handſom S-mmer-Crop, ang are preparing 
ior their Winter-Corr. T hey. reaped their Barley this Year in the , Moneth called May; the 
Wheat in the Moneth following ; ſo that there is time in theſe parts for another Crop of . divers 
Things before the Winter Seaſon, We. are daily in hopes of Shipprng to add to our Number 
for billed be God, here is. bath Reom and Accommodatien for them ; the Szories of Our Neerſſcy, 
| | 4< 57); 776 Rag 


(@) | 
being either the Fear of our Friends, or the Scare-Crows of our Enemies ;, for the greateſt hard- 
ſhip we have ſuffered, hath been Salt- Meat, which by Fowl in Winter, and Fiſh in Summer, toge- 
ther with ſore Poultry, Lamb, Mutton, Veal, and plenty of Yen:ſon the beſt part of the year, 
hath been made very pallable. I'bleſs God, I am fully ſatisfied with the Connrry and Entertain- 
mens | can get in it 3 for I find that particular Content which hath always attended me, where 
God in his Providence hath made it my place and ſervice to reſide. You cannot imagin, my 
Station can be at preſent free of more than ordinary buſineſs, and as ſuch, I may ſay, Ic is a trou- 
bleſom Work; butthe Method things are putting in; will facilitate the Charge, and give an caſier 
Motion to'the Adminſtration of Affairs. However, as it is ſome mens Duty toplow, ſome to 
ſow, ſome to water, and ſome to reap. 10 it is the Wiſdom as well as Duty of 2 tan, to yield to 
the mind of Providence, and chearfully, as well as carefully imbrace and follow the Guidance 
of it, 

XXXIII. For your particular Concern, I might entirely refer you to the Letters of the 
Preſident of the Society; but this I will venture to fay, Your Provincial Sertlements both within and 
without the Town, for Sciruation and Soil, are without Exception : Your C:ty- Lot is an whole 
Street, and one ſide 9f a Streer, from River to River, containing near one hundred Acres, not eaſily 
valued, which is befides your four hundred Acres in the City- Libertie?, part of your twenty thouſand 
Acres in the Country. Your Tannery hath ſuch plenty of Bark, the Saw-4:h for Timber, the place 
of the Gl:fs- houſe lo conveniently poſted for Water-carrsage, the C:ry-Lor for a Dock, and the 
Whalery for a ſound and fruittul Bark,and theTownLewss by it to help yourPeople,that by Gods 
bleſſing the Aﬀairs of the Sociecy will naturally grow in their Rep«rarron and Profit. 1am ſure. 
I have not turned my back upon any Offer that tended to its Proſperity; and though 1 amill af 
Projects, 1 have ſometimes put in for a ſhare with her Officers, to countenance and advance her 
Intereſt. Youa'e already informed what is fit for you further todog whatſoever tends to the 
Promotion of We, and to the Manufatture of Liner in theſe parts, [| cannot bnt wiſh you 
promote it ; and the French People are moſt likely in both reſpeCts to anſwer that deſign : 
that end I weuld adviſe you to ſend for ſome Thonſands of Plants out of France, with ſome able 
Vinerens, and People of the other Yocation - but becauſe I believe you have been entertained 
with this and ſome other profitable SubjeAts by your Preſident, I ſhall add no more, but tc 

aſſure you, that I am heartily inclined to adyance your j»ft /ntereft, and that you will alway- 

and me 


Tour Rind and Cordial Friend, 
Wiltam Penn, 


6th Moneth, cad Auguft, 


Philadelphia, the 16th of 4 
1683. 
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A  lhort * Advertifement 


pon the Scituation and Extent of the CITY of 


ERLADEEEPHIA 
| And the enſuing PLAT-FORM thereof. 
By the Surveyo2 General, 


1 TT He City of Philadelphia now extends in Lergrh, from River to River, ewo les, and in 
Breedth neer a ie; and the Sovernonr, as a further maniteſtation of his Kindneſs to the 
Percaſers, hath freely given them their reſpe@ive Lors in the City, without defalcation of any 
their Quantities of purchaſed Lands; and as its now placed and modelled between ewo Navigable 
Rivers upon a Neck of Laud, and that Ships may ride in good Anchorage, in ſix or eight Fathom 
Hater in both Rivers, clole to the City, and the Land of the City level, dry and wholfom ; ſuch 
aScituation 1$ iCcarce to be parallePd. 

The 4ogel of the City appears by a ſmall Draught now made,, and may hereafter, when 
Lime permits, be augmented ; and becauſe there is not room to expreſs the Purchaſers Names in 
the Draught, | have therefore drawn DireQions of Reference, by way of Nnnbers, whereby may 
->@known each mans Lot and Place in the Cry. 

The Cty 1s ſoordered now, by the Governoar's Care and Prudence, that it hath a From to each 
Rgver, one halt at Delaware, the other at Skulkil; and though all this cannot make way for 

ſrnall Purchaſers to be in the Fronts, yet they are placed in the next Streets, contiguous to cech 
Front, viz..all Purchaſers ofone Thouſand Acres,and upwards, have the Frones (and the High-ſtreer ) 
and to every f've Thouſand Acr-« Purchaſe. in the Front about an Acre, and the ſmalter Purchaſers 
about half an Acre in the backward Street , by which means Lis leaſt hath room enongh for Hayſe, 
Garden and ſmall Orchard, tothe great Content and Satisfaction of all here concerned. 

The City (as the ode ſhews) conſiſts of a large Front-ſtreet to each River, and a Fligh- 
ftreet (near the middle) from Front (or River) to Front, of one hundred foot broad, and a broad 
Street in the middle of the City, from ſide to ſide, of the like breadth. In the Center of the 
City, is a Square of Ten Acres; at each Angle are to be Houſes for publick Afairs, as a Meeting- 

Houſe, Aſſembly or Stace- Houſe, Uarket- Houſe, School- Hauſe, and ſeveral other Buildings for 
Publick Concerns. There are alſo in each Quarter of the City, a Square of eight Acres, to be 
for the like Uſes, as the Moor-fields in London; and eight Streets (belides the ſaid High-ſtreet ) 
thatrun from front to front, and ewenty Streets (beſides the broad-ſireee) that run croſs the City, 
from ſie to ſide ;, all theſe Streets are of fifty Foor breadth. ; 

In each Number in the Drazghr, in the Fronts and High-ftreet, are placed the Purchaſers of One 
Thouſand Acres, and upwards, to make up five Thouſand Acres Los, both in the ſaid Fronts and 
ligh-ſtreet, and the Numbers direct to each Lor, and where in the City ; ſo that thereby they 
nay know, where their Concerns are therein. 

The Frent Lots begin at the Sourh-ends of the Fronts, by the Numbers, and fo reach to the 
Worth- ends, and end at IV, umber 43- The Hight-ſtreer Lots begin towards the Fronts at Number 
44. .and fo reach to the Center. : 

The leſſer Purchaſers begin at Number I. IN the ſecond Streets, and ſo proceed by the Numbers, 

23 in'the Draught ; the biggeſt of them being firſt placed, neareſt to the Fronts. 
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